[Role of pelvic exenterations in the treatment of cervix cancers. Apropos of 41 surgically treated cases].
The Department of surgical oncology of the Paul-Strauss Cancer Center of Strasbourg (France) reports its experience about pelvic exenterations in recurrent cervix carcinomas. Based on a series of 41 cases (median age: 48.5 years), all patients, but one, have been primarily treated by sole external beam irradiation or surgery combined with radiotherapy. Salvage ultraradical surgical procedures were total (25 cases), anterior (7 cases) and posterior exenterations (9 cases). Overall 5 and 10 years crude survival were 39 and 27.5%, respectively. Advances in surgical procedures, new developments in techniques of pelvic floor reconstruction and improvement in devices of urinary diversions have mainly contributed to a decrease of postoperative morbidity associated with the obtaining of long survivals in selected patients previously treated, in a curative intent, by other therapeutic modalities. The current place of palliative pelvic exenterations and the support of intraoperative radiotherapy are discussed according to recent literature data.